
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
 ) ORDINANCE #615 
COUNTY OF LANCASTER )  
  
 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TEXT OF THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT  
ORDINANCE,  

SECTION 4.2.3, BODY BRANDING ESTABLISHMENT OR BODY PIERCING 
ESTABLISHMENT,  

TO ADD TATTOO PARLORS AS A SPECIAL EXCEPTION IN THE B-3 DISTRICT 
 
 

 WHEREAS, the State of South Carolina has approved a bill which will lift the state�s 
long-standing band on tattoo parlors locating within the state; and 

 
 WHEREAS, now that the band is lifted, a tattoo parlor business could open anywhere in 

Lancaster County; and 
 

  WHEREAS, tattoo parlors are not listed in the Table of Permissible Uses of the UDO for 
any district;  and 
 
  WHEREAS, the district in which such use would be allowed and the conditions governing 
this type of use need to be established; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Joint Planning Commission voted 10-4 to recommend approval of this 
text amendment. 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Lancaster County Council that Section 
4.2.3 Body Piercing Establishment, Body Branding Establishments, shall be amended to read as follows: 

 
A. Section 4.2.3, Body Piercing Establishment, Body Branding Establishment, or Tattoo 

Parlors 
This use shall meet the following requirements: 
 
1. The use shall be located no closer than 500 feet from the following uses: 
 

a. Adult Day Care; 
b. Child Day Care; 
c. Educational Institution (public or private); 
d. Public Facility (library, park, playground, recreational facility, etc.); 
e. Religious Institution; 
f. Residential Zoning District; and 
g. Another body piercing establishment, body branding establishment or tattoo 

parlor. 
 
2. Any permits required by SC DHEC, LLC and any other federal, state or local 

governmental department or agency which has rules and regulations governing these 
types of uses. 

 



B. This entire section will be moved from the Special Exception section of Chapter 4, 
Conditional and special Exception Uses, to the Conditional use section of Chapter 4.  This 
means these uses will be allowed in the B-3 General Commercial District, as long as the 
conditions above are met. 

 
C. Make the necessary changes to the Table of Uses to show these uses as conditional uses in 

the B-3 General Commercial District, and to renumber the sections n Chapter 4 based on 
this use being added to the conditional Use Section. 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective on the date the 

state law prohibiting tattoo parlors is reversed and signed into law. 
 

 AND IS SO ORDAINED this 2nd day of August , 2004. 
 
 LANCASTER COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
  Rudy Carter, Chairman 
 
 
 
  Maxy Hammond, Secretary 
Approved as to form and content: 
 
 
____________________________ 
William R. Sims, County Attorney 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Irene Plyler, Clerk to Council 
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3rd reading: 08-02-2004 


